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Political and Legal/Government 
 
LEGAL AND GOVERNMENT POLICIES  
 
This paper looks into the laws and government policies that may affect the operation of FSSI as an 
NGO/financial services provider, as well as stakeholders including its members and (potential) partners.   
 

A. LEGAL 

Law/Bill Background Opportunity/Threat 

Rice 
Liberalization Act 
(RA 11203)  

Status: Took effect on March 5, 2019.  
 
Lead implementer/s: NEDA and DA  
 
Imposes tariffs to imported rice from ASEAN and non-
ASEAN countries, with the riding provision of Php10 
billion annually for the improvement of local farmers’ 
production through the Rice Competitiveness 
Enhancement Fund managed by the Department of 
Agriculture.  
 
As of July 2019, revenues collected since the law took 
effect was at Php5.9B. No actual volume of rice imported 
was recorded from the time the law was enacted but 
USDA-FAS estimated that the volume will increase from 
1.9 million MT in 2018 to around 3.1 million MT in 2019, 
a 61% increase compared last year.  
 
Source: http://fnbreport.ph/features/agriculture/the-
rice-tariffication-law-explained-anrii-20190221/ 
https://www.philstar.com/business/2019/07/05/193203
3/rice-tariffication-yields-p59-b-laws-
effectivityhttps://www.philstar.com/business/2019/07/1
3/1934193/record-high-rice-imports-seen-year 

Opportunity/ies: 
Promotion of organic 
and colored rice as 
competitive advantage 
for FSSI partner SEs. 
  
Threat/s: The law has 
resulted in lower price 
of palay and loss in 
income for farmers. 
Hence, resulting to 
possible past due 
accounts of SE partners 
with rice farmers as 
members.  

Comprehensive 
Insurance 
Coverage for 
Agrarian Reform 
Beneficiaries  

Status: Signed into law in 2018 with the consolidation of 
HB 6686 and SB 799.  
 
Lead implementer/s: DA, DAR and PCIC 
 
Grants all qualified agrarian reform beneficiaries listed 
under the Registry System for Basic Sectors in Agriculture 
(RSBSA) with full insurance coverage for crop damages 
caused by diseases, pest infestation and natural 
calamities such as typhoons, floods, drought, tornado, 

Opportunity/ies: 
A number of FSSI 
partner SEs with ARB 
members can benefit 
from the 
comprehensive 
insurance and thus, 
would serve as safety 
net from crop and 
financial losses.    

http://fnbreport.ph/features/agriculture/the-rice-tariffication-law-explained-anrii-20190221/
http://fnbreport.ph/features/agriculture/the-rice-tariffication-law-explained-anrii-20190221/
https://www.philstar.com/business/2019/07/05/1932033/rice-tariffication-yields-p59-b-laws-effectivity
https://www.philstar.com/business/2019/07/05/1932033/rice-tariffication-yields-p59-b-laws-effectivity
https://www.philstar.com/business/2019/07/05/1932033/rice-tariffication-yields-p59-b-laws-effectivity
https://www.philstar.com/business/2019/07/05/1932033/rice-tariffication-yields-p59-b-laws-effectivity
https://www.philstar.com/business/2019/07/13/1934193/record-high-rice-imports-seen-year


earthquake and volcanic eruptions. 
 
On March 8, 2019, the DAR and PCIC launched a program 
dubbed as Agrarian Reform Beneficiaries – Agricultural 
Insurance Program (ARB-AIP) in line with the 
implementation of the law. Under the program, Php 1 
billion shall be allocated as premium subsidy, providing 
Php17.1 billion worth of crop insurance to 515,000 ARBs 
listed in the RSBSA who are into the rice, corn, 
commercial crops, and livestock sectors. Part of the 
insurance will also cover farmer’s life and limb.   
 
In 2018, PCIC spent a total of Php 4.99 billion to insure 
crops of 85,999 ARBs. This includes Php 496.078 million 
of premium subsidy cover that was availed of by 15,091 
farmers. https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1061894  
 
Source: 
https://news.mb.com.ph/2018/01/30/house-passes-bill-
for-full-crop-insurance/ 
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1063997 
http://www.dar.gov.ph/index.php/articles/news/101177 
http://www.canadianinquirer.net/2018/01/25/house-
pushes-bill-strengthening-crop-insurance-in-ph/ 

 
 

An Act 
Strengthening 
the Philippine 
Crop Insurance 
Corporation (HB 
6923) 

Status: Approved into law in 2018.  
 
Mandates PCIC to provide insurance coverage for palay 
and corn crops, high-value commercial crops, livestock, 
aquaculture and fishery products, and others. Coverage 
shall extend to non-crop agricultural assets such as 
machineries, equipment, transport facilities and 
infrastructures. Include life and accident insurance for 
farmers and fishermen and their dependents. 
 
Insurance premium for farmers listed under RSBSA is 
free. There are about 13 million farmers under the RSBSA 
nationwide, but PCIC’s Php 5 billion budget is not enough 
to cover all of them.  
 
Other farmers are not precluded in participating in PCIC’s 
programs; those not listed in RSBSA like big-time farmers 
are still qualified to be insured.   

Opportunity/ies: 
Protection for 
commodities produced 
by FSSI partners and 
their members. 
 
 

Personal Property 
Security Act or RA 
11057 

Status: Signed into law in August 17, 2018.  
 
Under this law, any property that is not land or real 
estate is considered personal property or movable asset. 
These include farming equipment and machine used in a 

Opportunity/ies: More 
options/more reliable 
collateral of partner 
SEs.  
 

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1061894
https://news.mb.com.ph/2018/01/30/house-passes-bill-for-full-crop-insurance/
https://news.mb.com.ph/2018/01/30/house-passes-bill-for-full-crop-insurance/
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1063997
http://www.dar.gov.ph/index.php/articles/news/101177
http://www.canadianinquirer.net/2018/01/25/house-pushes-bill-strengthening-crop-insurance-in-ph/
http://www.canadianinquirer.net/2018/01/25/house-pushes-bill-strengthening-crop-insurance-in-ph/


business operation, crops or produce, warehouse 
inventory and receipts, accounts receivable and 
intangibles like intellectual property. 
 
This law is intended to give MSMEs, farmers and fishers 
the ready access to credit even without using real estate 
as loan collateral.  
 
Not yet being implemented as IRR is not yet finalized 
after a draft was released by DOF in July 2019.  
 
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1054306 
https://www.dof.gov.ph/index.php/advocacies/personal-
property-security-act/ 
https://news.mb.com.ph/2019/07/31/arta-seeks-
immediate-signing-of-irr-on-use-of-movable-assets-as-
collateral/ 
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1814380 

 

Magna Carta on 
MSMEs 
Amendatory Bill 

Status: The Magna Carta for MSMEs (RA 9501) is subject 
to amendments since the mandatory allocation of credit 
resources for MSMEs expired on June 17, 2018. 
Currently, four versions were filed in the House of 
Representatives in July 2019. These are pending under 
the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise Development 
Committee.  
 
The bill aims to support and encourage the growth and 
development of MSMEs. The bills seeks to strengthen the 
MSMEs through financial (mandatory allocation of 
lending institutions -- 8% of banks’ lending portfolios to 
support micro and small and 2% for medium enterprises), 
information services, training and marketing.  
 
Proposed amendments to RA 9501 include extension of 
the 10% allocation of banks to MSMEs for another 10 
years, alternative compliance to the law by making 
microfinance institutions and cooperatives as conduits, 
and requiring private malls and supermarkets to allocate 
at least 10% of their selling area to qualified MSMEs for 
free.    
https://www.philstar.com/business/2019/07/17/193522
9/dti-pushes-amendments-magna-carta-msmes 

Opportunity/ies:  
Despite the proposed 
extension, provision on 
collateral and 
requirements were not 
eased. Hence, SEs might 
still favor alternative 
financing sources like 
FSSI.  
 
Partner MFIs and 
cooperatives might be 
able to grow their 
operations as more 
funds may be made 
available for them and 
their members.  
 
Threat/s: Partners MFIs 
and cooperatives to be 
tapped as conduits of 
the fund may opt to 
decrease loan amount 
from FSSI or cease its 
loan partnership with 
FSSI.  

TRAIN 2 
or TRABAHO Bill 
(2nd package of 
the tax reform) 

Status: Pending in the House of Representatives; waiting 
for sponsorship in the Senate 
 
Proposed law would reduce corporate income tax, while 

Opportunity/ies: 
Reduction of  
corporate income tax 
will lead to savings that 

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1054306
https://www.dof.gov.ph/index.php/advocacies/personal-property-security-act/
https://www.dof.gov.ph/index.php/advocacies/personal-property-security-act/
https://news.mb.com.ph/2019/07/31/arta-seeks-immediate-signing-of-irr-on-use-of-movable-assets-as-collateral/
https://news.mb.com.ph/2019/07/31/arta-seeks-immediate-signing-of-irr-on-use-of-movable-assets-as-collateral/
https://news.mb.com.ph/2019/07/31/arta-seeks-immediate-signing-of-irr-on-use-of-movable-assets-as-collateral/
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1814380
https://www.philstar.com/business/2019/07/17/1935229/dti-pushes-amendments-magna-carta-msmes
https://www.philstar.com/business/2019/07/17/1935229/dti-pushes-amendments-magna-carta-msmes


removing various tax incentives, including tax exemption 
for micro enterprises under the Barangay Micro Business 
Enterprises Law that was enacted in 2002 and the 
incentives provided under the Philippine Green Jobs Act 
of 2016. 

the SEs can use to 
scale-up operations or 
give capacity-building 
to the community they 
work with.  
 
Threat/s: Removal of 
tax exemption to the 
micro enterprises and 
incentives to green jobs 
may discourage small 
entrepreneurs and 
“green” innovations. 

Coco Farmers 
and Industry 
Development Bill 
(Coco Levy Fund) 

Status: Pending in the Committee on Agriculture and 
Food in the Congress and in the Senate.  
 
The fund can be utilized for the development of the 
coconut industry to improve productivity and 
diversification of coconut industry.   

Opportunity/ies: More 
fund sources for 
mechanization and 
capacity building for 
partner SEs which are 
into coconut value 
chain.  

B. GOVERNMENT AGENCIES  
Programs or projects of relevant government agencies that may affect FSSI and SEs 

Department of Trade and Industry 

Pondo sa 
Pagbabago at 
Pag-asenso 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Financial assistance through non-collateralized loan to 
micro entrepreneurs from Php5,000 to Php200,000 with 
2.5% interest per month. 
 
The Small Business Corporation is charged to deploy the 
P3 Fund (around Php3-4 billion), consulting the 
Microfinance Council of the Philippines, Inc. and the 
National Confederation of Cooperatives for operating 
mechanics.   
Source: https://www.dti.gov.ph/media/latest-
news/10124-dti-and-sbc-launch-pondo-sa-pagbabago-at-
pag-asenso-p3-in-soccsksargen 
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1075104 
 
P3 is seen to draw borrowers away from ‘5-6’ lenders. It 
started with a capital of P1 billion in 2017. In 2018, 
another P1 billion was infused into P3. As of end 2018, 
the scheme had P2 billion in capital but it was able to 
lend P3 billion. This means, says the DTI, that the money 
has rolled over due to the high 96 percent repayment 
rate. As of the end of 2018, P3 has developed 350 
conduits and it is attracting more, says the DTI. 
https://www.manilatimes.net/2019/08/12/opinion/edito
rial/a-program-to-prove-govt-is-mightier-than-5-
6/598837/ 

Opportunity/ies:  
Members of partner SEs 
engaged in micro 
enterprises to possibly 
access funds and scale-
up and/or diversify 
their products and 
services.  
 
Threat/s: Possible 
reduction of loan 
amount accessed by 
partner SEs due to the 
alternative fund source 
provided by the P3.  

https://www.dti.gov.ph/media/latest-news/10124-dti-and-sbc-launch-pondo-sa-pagbabago-at-pag-asenso-p3-in-soccsksargen
https://www.dti.gov.ph/media/latest-news/10124-dti-and-sbc-launch-pondo-sa-pagbabago-at-pag-asenso-p3-in-soccsksargen
https://www.dti.gov.ph/media/latest-news/10124-dti-and-sbc-launch-pondo-sa-pagbabago-at-pag-asenso-p3-in-soccsksargen
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1075104
https://www.manilatimes.net/2019/08/12/opinion/editorial/a-program-to-prove-govt-is-mightier-than-5-6/598837/
https://www.manilatimes.net/2019/08/12/opinion/editorial/a-program-to-prove-govt-is-mightier-than-5-6/598837/
https://www.manilatimes.net/2019/08/12/opinion/editorial/a-program-to-prove-govt-is-mightier-than-5-6/598837/


Negosyo Serbisyo 
sa Barangay 

Promotes ease of doing business in barangays classified 
under the 4th, 5th and 6th income municipalities through 
the access to the services offered by Negosyo Centers. 
Source: https://business.inquirer.net/276068/dti-to-
help-entrepreneurs-in-poor-barangays 
 
The Departments of Agriculture, Science and Technology, 
and Tourism have expressed willingness to participate in 
the program. DTI said it will be making an inventory of 
existing government projects and determine areas for 
convergence to ensure MSMEs have the capacity for 
entrepreneurship.  

Opportunity/ies: Ease 
of doing business for 
FSSI partners and their 
members.  
 

Rural Agro-
Industrial 
Partnership for 
Inclusive 
Development 
(RAPID-Growth) 

Launched in May 2019, a Php4.7 billion program that 
aims to upgrade agri-based MSMEs to create a 
sustainable market demand for the output specific 
agricultural farmers in 16 provinces in six regions, 
including Eastern Visayas and the whole Mindanao.  
https://pia.gov.ph/news/articles/1022464 

Opportunity/ies: 
Financial source and 
capacity building/ 
market assistance for 
for FSSI partners and 
their members. 
 

Project KAPATID Comprised of three components, namely: 1) Mentor ME 
(a coaching and mentoring approach where large 
corporations teach MSEs on different aspects of business 
operations), 2) Adopt-an-SSF (Assistance in acquiring 
tools and equipment specific to the business), and 3) 
Inclusive Business model (MSEs are linked into large 
companies’ value chains). 
 
From the start of the program on August 1, 2016, a total 
number of 117 MSMEs have graduated from the program 
as of October 2018.   
 
Source: https://www.dti.gov.ph/programs-
projects/kmme#mentor-me-seminars 
https://www.wheninmanila.com/prosperity-for-all-go-
negosyo-launches-kapatid-program-for-micro-and-small-
entrepreneurs/ 
https://pia.gov.ph/news/articles/1013736 

Opportunity/ies: 
Capacity building for 
FSSI partners and their 
members. 
 

Department of Agriculture 

Rice 
Competitiveness 
Enhancement 
Program 

Provides Php10 billion rice competitiveness 
enhancement fund annually as financial aid to farmers 
and to the government’s farm modernization programs 
to make farmers more competitive and counter the 
negative impact of the rice tarrification law. This program 
is currently awaiting the release of the Php10 billion 
fund. https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1076634 

Opportunity/ies: 
Financial assistance for 
FSSI partners and their 
members. 
 

Department of Labor and Employment 

Integrated Provides grant assistance for capacity-building on Opportunity/ies: More 

https://business.inquirer.net/276068/dti-to-help-entrepreneurs-in-poor-barangays
https://business.inquirer.net/276068/dti-to-help-entrepreneurs-in-poor-barangays
https://pia.gov.ph/news/articles/1022464
https://www.dti.gov.ph/programs-projects/kmme#mentor-me-seminars
https://www.dti.gov.ph/programs-projects/kmme#mentor-me-seminars
https://www.wheninmanila.com/prosperity-for-all-go-negosyo-launches-kapatid-program-for-micro-and-small-entrepreneurs/
https://www.wheninmanila.com/prosperity-for-all-go-negosyo-launches-kapatid-program-for-micro-and-small-entrepreneurs/
https://www.wheninmanila.com/prosperity-for-all-go-negosyo-launches-kapatid-program-for-micro-and-small-entrepreneurs/
https://pia.gov.ph/news/articles/1013736
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1076634


Livelihood and 
Emergency 
Employment 
(Kabuhayan 
Program) 

livelihood for the poor, vulnerable and marginalized 
workers. It also provides loans for working capital for the 
purchase of equipment, tools, raw materials, among 
others for livelihood undertakings. Training in business 
management, marketing and finance are also provided.  
 
Source: https://www.bwsc.dole.gov.ph/programs-and-
projects-submenu1/23-programs-projects/dileep.html  
 
Financial assistance for livelihood projects range from 
20,000 (individual) or 250,000 pesos to 1 million pesos 
(group).  As of 2017, there are a total of 103,386 
beneficiaries nationwide.  
 
4Ps and government employees are not eligible for the 
program. Micro-lending, projects with construction 
works and would require purchase of motor vehicles are 
not allowed under the program.  
 
The Commission on Audit has criticized DOLE for its 
implementation of the program. Among the issues it 
found were non-compliance with IRR of procurement 
law; absence of physical and financial work plan and 
standardized monitoring and reporting system. It also 
noted the program was misconstrued to be LGU and not 
DOLE projects due to the limited presence of DOLE 
personnel in beneficiary areas.  
 
https://bwsc.dole.gov.ph/images/InfoMaterials/Kabuhay
an-Program.pdf  
https://news.mb.com.ph/2017/07/15/coa-slams-dole-
for-lapses-irregularities-in-key-programs/  

resources available to 
SEs.  

Department of Social Welfare and Development 

DSWD’s 
Sustainable 
Livelihood 
Program 

The SLP provides the necessary skills for self-sufficiency 
through two program tracks: the Micro-Enterprise 
Development, which provides workshops, access to 
credit, and other support to start a business; and the 
Employment Facilitation track, which offers technical-
vocational training and pre-employment assistance 
services to Pantawid and Non-pantawid beneficiaries. 
 
As of November 2018, the program was able to serve a 
total of 97,828 households. Of this number, 88,312 
households or 90% were served under the micro-
enterprise development track while 9,516 households or 
9.7% were served under the employment facilitation 
track.  
 

Opportunity/ies: More 
fund sources for micro-
entrepreneurs.  

https://www.bwsc.dole.gov.ph/programs-and-projects-submenu1/23-programs-projects/dileep.html
https://www.bwsc.dole.gov.ph/programs-and-projects-submenu1/23-programs-projects/dileep.html
https://bwsc.dole.gov.ph/images/InfoMaterials/Kabuhayan-Program.pdf
https://bwsc.dole.gov.ph/images/InfoMaterials/Kabuhayan-Program.pdf
https://news.mb.com.ph/2017/07/15/coa-slams-dole-for-lapses-irregularities-in-key-programs/
https://news.mb.com.ph/2017/07/15/coa-slams-dole-for-lapses-irregularities-in-key-programs/


In 2019, the SLP is allotted with Php2.3 billion, with a 
target number households at 80,829.  The budget was 
reduced from the Php5.06 billion budget in 2018 because 
of the fund’s low utilization rate of 78%.   
 
https://dbm.gov.ph/index.php/secretary-s-corner/press-
releases/list-of-press-releases/1256-gov-t-allots-php2-3-
billion-for-sustainable-livelihood-program 
https://www.dswd.gov.ph/year-ender-unity-teamwork-
steered-dswd-in-2018/ 
https://livelihood.dswd.gov.ph/# 
https://politics.com.ph/effective-ba-legarda-wants-
performance-check-dswds-livelihood-aid-program/ 

Land Bank of the Philippines 

Survival and 
Recovery Aid 
(together with 
DA-ACPC) 

Provides a total of Php1.5 billion loan assistance to rice 
farmers reeling from the initial effects of the rice import 
liberalization law. Rice farmers owning one-hectare lot 
and below may avail a one-time, zero interest loan 
amounting to Php15,000 payable up to eight years.  
 
The memorandum of agreement between the DA-ACPC 
and the LBP was signed last August 28, 2019.  
 
DAR Sec. William Dar led the distribution of some 1000 
cash cards containing Php 15,000 to be readily 
withdrawn by farmers during the program launch in 
Nueva Ecija. The program intends to cover 100,000 rice 
farmers nationwide, some 2000 of them in Nueva Ecija.  
 
Reference: https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1160341/da-
rice-farmers-can-avail-of-p15k-loan-assistance 
http://acpc.gov.ph/da-acpc-landbank-ink-moa-for-sure-
aid-program/ 
https://www.landbank.com/node/4395 
https://www.bworldonline.com/da-taps-landbank-to-
administer-zero-interest-loan-for-small-rice-farmers/ 
 
(Side note) Meantime LGUs of the country’s top rice-
producing provinces have allotted P1.6 billion to buy 
palay from farmers to help them cope with the falling 
crop prices. Initial commitments were made by Nueva 
Ecija, Ilocos Norte and Sur, Pangasinan and La Union. This 
was modeled after the LGU of Isabela, which in recent 
years have been directly buying palay from local farmers.  
Dar said that with they buying price of palay at 14% 
moisture content set at 17php per kilo, about 91,176 MT 
of palay can be bought this wet season. The pooled funds 
can help an estimated 27,000 farmers.  

Opportunity/ies: 
Financial assistance for 
FSSI partners and their 
members who are into 
rice farming. 
 
 

https://dbm.gov.ph/index.php/secretary-s-corner/press-releases/list-of-press-releases/1256-gov-t-allots-php2-3-billion-for-sustainable-livelihood-program
https://dbm.gov.ph/index.php/secretary-s-corner/press-releases/list-of-press-releases/1256-gov-t-allots-php2-3-billion-for-sustainable-livelihood-program
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https://www.dswd.gov.ph/year-ender-unity-teamwork-steered-dswd-in-2018/
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https://business.inquirer.net/278196/lgus-allot-funds-

to-help-farmers 

Sagip Saka 
(Together with 
DA) 

Provides direct credit and integrated support services to 
palay and corn farmers in 45 major rice-producing and 11 
corn-producing provinces for better productivity and 
income. Integrated support are in irrigation, training on 
credit discipline and financial management, market, 
extension and administrative services.  
 
The program is formed in line with the signing of the 
Sagip Saka Act of 2019 or RA 11321 whose IRR is 
expected to be released on the second week of 
September 2019. The IRR will indicate the amount of 
loan available, start date and the number of farmers who 
can benefit from the program. (Note: As of September 
16, drafting of IRR still being done) 
  
Reference: https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1160433/govt-
urged-to-implement-sagip-saka-act-to-help-farmers-as-
palay-prices-dip 
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1070765 
https://foodevolution.com.ph/2019/09/da-to-release-
the-irr-of-sagip-saka-act/ 

Opportunity/ies: 
Financial and technical 
assistance for FSSI 
partners and their 
members. 
 

Philippine Crop Insurance Corporation 

Weather index-
based insurance  

Expanded coverage of crop insurance and promotion of 
index-based insurance and reinsurance. 
 
The weather index-based crop insurance (WIBCI) 
program was piloted in Dumangas, Iloilo, and Tuguegarao 
and Penablanca in Cagayan Valley in May 2014, with 
some 75 farmers.  
 
WIBCI entitles farmers to payments if PAGASA rules that 
rainfall in a given area exceeds or falls under average 
levels to a certain degree. 
 
Upon planting, farmers are covered for the 120-day crop 
season, but need to register anew for the following crop 
season. They will have to pay a 5% premium tied to the 
value per hectare of farmland. 
 
In the event of disaster, farmers are paid in proportion to 
expenses incurred at a particular stage of cultivation, and 
that damage incurred from typhoons will be based on 
volume of rainfall and not wind speed. 
 
Reference: http://pcic.gov.ph/weather-based-crop-
insurance-products-making-farmers-more-climate-

Opportunity/ies: Safety 
net for rice and 
vegetable farmers from 
crop losses.  
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https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1160433/govt-urged-to-implement-sagip-saka-act-to-help-farmers-as-palay-prices-dip
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1160433/govt-urged-to-implement-sagip-saka-act-to-help-farmers-as-palay-prices-dip
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1070765
https://foodevolution.com.ph/2019/09/da-to-release-the-irr-of-sagip-saka-act/
https://foodevolution.com.ph/2019/09/da-to-release-the-irr-of-sagip-saka-act/
http://pcic.gov.ph/weather-based-crop-insurance-products-making-farmers-more-climate-change-resilient/
http://pcic.gov.ph/weather-based-crop-insurance-products-making-farmers-more-climate-change-resilient/


change-resilient/ 
 
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/money/content/36
3989/phl-pilots-wb-s-weather-based-crop-
insurance/story/ 
 
http://www.bworldonline.com/content.php?section=Cor
porate&title=PCIC-pilots-weather-insurance-in-
Iloilo&id=88536  
 
SEARCA: Issues involved in the implementation of WIBI 
crop insurance include the determination of appropriate 
indices in terms of threshold levels, estimation of risk of 
not meeting the thresholds, and paucity of adequate 
weather stations from which to gauge or base the 
threshold values. https://www.searca.org/pubs/briefs-
notes?pid=288 

Technical Education Skills Development Authority 

Sari-sari Store 
Training and 
Access to 
Resources 

Empowers sari-sari store owners to increase their income 
by teaching records and leadership skills. 
Reference: 
https://business.inquirer.net/189720/training-program-
empowers-women-entrepreneurs 

Opportunity/ies: 
Capacity-building for 
micro entrepreneur 
members of FSSI 
partners. 

Entrepreneurship 
Training Program 

Aims to provide scholarships for dependents of farmers 
and fisherfolk entrepreneurial courses such as baking, 
dressmaking, coffee-making and automotive, among 
other technical and vocational courses.  
 
Reference: https://business.inquirer.net/277086/dar-
tesda-ink-deal-for-training-program 

Opportunity/ies: 
Capacity-building for 
members and families 
of FSSI partners. 
 

National Economic and Development Authority 

Easing restriction 
on sugar imports 

Removal of constraints in the importation of sugar to 
bring down prices of sugar and improve local production. 
 
NEDA says it will begin to study this year the impact of 
the liberalization of sugar importation, saying it is needed 
to drive down sugar price and improve the 
competitiveness of local industries. 
 
“We talked about sugar as the next to be liberalized 
(after rice)... Let users import them directly so they can 
avoid the high intermediation cost,” said Socioeconomic 
Planning Secretary Ernesto Pernia, adding this is already 
being discussed within the economic development 
cluster. 
 
NEDA will conduct a study on the benefits and effects of 

Threat/s: Significant 
decrease in income and 
competitiveness of 
sugar products of FSSI 
partners. 

http://pcic.gov.ph/weather-based-crop-insurance-products-making-farmers-more-climate-change-resilient/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/money/content/363989/phl-pilots-wb-s-weather-based-crop-insurance/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/money/content/363989/phl-pilots-wb-s-weather-based-crop-insurance/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/money/content/363989/phl-pilots-wb-s-weather-based-crop-insurance/story/
http://www.bworldonline.com/content.php?section=Corporate&title=PCIC-pilots-weather-insurance-in-Iloilo&id=88536
http://www.bworldonline.com/content.php?section=Corporate&title=PCIC-pilots-weather-insurance-in-Iloilo&id=88536
http://www.bworldonline.com/content.php?section=Corporate&title=PCIC-pilots-weather-insurance-in-Iloilo&id=88536
https://www.searca.org/pubs/briefs-notes?pid=288
https://www.searca.org/pubs/briefs-notes?pid=288
https://business.inquirer.net/189720/training-program-empowers-women-entrepreneurs
https://business.inquirer.net/189720/training-program-empowers-women-entrepreneurs
https://business.inquirer.net/277086/dar-tesda-ink-deal-for-training-program
https://business.inquirer.net/277086/dar-tesda-ink-deal-for-training-program


free importation of sugar to enable the economic team 
to come up with a firm recommendation and draft a bill. 
 
Several options considered to liberalize sugar 
importation include amending the law creating the Sugar 
Regulatory Administration (SRA) or easing constraints 
administratively.  
 
 
Reference: 
https://www.philstar.com/business/2019/01/28/188867
8/neda-study-impact-sugar-liberalization 
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