
A vigorous and sustained campaign by Filipino and European civil 
society organizations bannering the petition that "development 
needs debt relief" resulted in the creation of  the Swiss Debt 
Reduction Facility (SDRF) in 1995. The announcement of  the 
SDRF coincided with the 700th anniversary of  the Swiss 
Confederation. And true to form, SDRF became a major victory 
of  the call for debt cancellation of  the country’s non-official 
development assistance.

The SDRF was founded to aid poor nations that were indebted to 
the Swiss government. Debts were cancelled and counterpart funds 
were established by debtor nations to invest in poverty reduction 
programmes. 

On 11 August 1995, the Foundation for a Sustainable Society 
(FSSI) was established following a successful debt for development 
agreement between the Government of  the Philippines and the 
Swiss Confederation. Switzerland cancelled the Philippine’s 
outstanding export credit debts amounting to 42 million Swiss 
Francs (approximately USD 34 million.) A counterpart fund, 
equivalent to fifty percent of  this amount was put up and 
channelled to FSSI to finance sustainable development projects for 
the marginalized sectors.

The FSSI endowment is a public trust. FSSI seeks to apply 
innovative fund utilization that will maximize both social and 
financial returns through valuable entrepreneurship, at the same 
time, ensuring continuing growth for the institution, equitable 
development and environmental sustainability in all its initiatives.
 

Telefax: (+632) 9288671
Phone: (+632) 4114702-03 
46-E Eugenio Lopez St. corner Samar Avenue
South Triangle, Quezon City
Philippines

fssi@fssi.com.ph
www.fssi.com.ph

We’re on Facebook! 

We are actively engaged in partnerships in these 
areas with social enterprises, non-government 
organizations, people’s organizations, local 
government units, advocates, social investors and 
service providers in the development of social 
enterprises toward a sustainable local economic 
development:

   Luzon
   Sorsogon
   Palawan
  
   Visayas
   Samar 
   Southern  Leyte

   Mindanao
   Davao del Sur
   South Cotabato

 
While we are focusing our work in certain areas, 
we are also partnering with social enterprises and 
change agents outside of these localities.  

On the national level, FSSI also collaborates with 
partners in advocating for an environment 
conducive for social enterprises.

   

Our HistoryOur Members

- Alliance of Philippine Partners in Enterprise Development (APPEND)
- Association of Foundations (AF)
- Convergence for Community-Centered Area Development (CONVERGENCE)
- Federation of People’s Sustainable Development Cooperative, Inc. (FPSDC)
- Freedom from Debt Coalition (FDC)
- Green Forum Philippines (GF)
- Mindanao Alliance of Self-Help Society Southern Philippines Education 
   Center for  Cooperatives (MASS-SPECC)
- Mindanao Coalition for Development (MINCODE)
- National Confederation of Cooperatives (NATCCO)
- National Council of Churches in the Philippines (NCCP)
- National Council for Social Development (NCSD)
- National Secretariat for Social Action (NASSA)
- Partnership of Philippine Support Service Agencies (PHILSSA)
- Philippine Business for Social Progress (PBSP)
- Philippine Network for Rural Development Institute (PhilNet-RDI)
- Philippine Partnership for the Development of the Human Resources in 
   Rural Areas (PHilDHRRA)
- Swiss Interchurch Aid (HEKS)
- Philippine Cooperative Federation (PCF)
- Women’s Action Network for Development (WAND)

Our Affiliations

- Institute for Social Entrepreneurship in Asia (ISEA)
- Philippine Council for NGO Certi�cation (PCNC)
- Philippine Coco Coir Exporters Association, Inc. (Philcoir)
- United Nations Civil Society Assembly (UNCSA)
- Global Environment Facility 5- CSO Network
- Asian Solidarity Economic Forum
- Social Enterprise Coalition
- Buy SE Campaign
- PRESENT Coalition



Our Vision

Just, sustainable and empowered communities, 
recognizing diversity of cultures, respecting integrity of creation 

and realizing the fullness of life.
 

Our Mission

To be a sustainable resource institution committed to social 
investments that facilitate the entry and participation of poor 

Filipino communities for the development of just and 
local economies.  

Who We Are

�e Foundation for a Sustainable Society (FSSI) is a social 
investment organization committed to support the development 

of sustainable communities through social entrepreneurship. 
Since 1995, we have developed social enterprises with triple 
bottom lines in marginalized communities that are owned, 

managed and operated by the poor, economically sound and 
environmentally-friendly. 

We are a network of dynamic organizations in the �eld of social 
and economic work.

Our Bottom Lines

Triple bottom line (3BL) is derived from the United Nation’s three 
pillars of sustainability, also known as the "�ree E’s" of 
sustainability. �ese are environmental protection, economic 
development, and social equity which was later coined to three P’s 
or People, Planets and Pro�ts. In a general sense, 3BL means the 
integration of economic, social and environment dimensions in 
development.

Economic – the growth of social enterprises, growth in sustainable 
production  of commodities, and the development of local value 
chains, i.e., from production of raw materials to processing up to 
the development of markets;

Social – increasing economic participation in social enterprises 
and value chain and improving welfare of target marginalized 
social sectors, namely, women, indigenous peoples, small farmers, 
small �sherfolk, and agricultural workers; and,

Environment – building capacities of social enterprises and local 
communities to contribute towards the sustainable management of 
local ecosystems, and development of climate change adaptation, 
mitigation, and disaster risk reduction mechanisms. 

What is a Social Enterprise?

It is an enterprise with a social mission and �nancial value is not 
the only bottom line.  It has equally important bottom lines that 
are social, environmental, or cultural in nature. Its activities help in 
uplifting the poor to a level where they are capable of managing 
their own resources.  

Social enterprises aim at poverty reduction and wealth creation to 
facilitate the entry of the poor as partners in achieving sustainable 
development. Social enterprises engage poor communities through 
transactional and transformational models that teach, enable and 
empower them to participate e�ectively in the creation of 
sustainable local economies and ecosystems.  

Our Goals 

Our programs aim to contribute to the sustainability of local 
economies and ecosystems in focus and priority areas in the 
Philippines.
 
Sustainable local economies refer to a network of viable social 
enterprises owned, managed and/or participated in principally by the 
enterprising poor (small farmers, �shers, agricultural workers, 
indigenous peoples, women, and other marginalized sectors) that are 
using local resources in consideration with the needs of future 
generations. 

To support our goals and objectives, FSSI focuses on these strategies:
 - Supporting the establishment and strengthening of
    social enterprises
 We undertake project development, business development  
 support and portfolio management to achieve this objective
 - Facilitating participation of communities in the development 
    and growth of social enterprises
 We conduct and support social marketing, consumer   
 education, and community education  and training activities  
 which lead to a deepened community ownership 
 of enterprises
 - Contributing to the creation of a conducive   
    environment for social enterprises
 We work with partners to conduct research, lobbying and  
 stakeholder dialogues that would lead to policy reforms or  
 changes in sustainable natural resource 
 management practices

We are committed to our partners in the social enterprise and local 
economy development arena and we seek to be a Foundation that 
will have a signi�cant impact to the improvement of the quality of 
life of every Filipino especially the marginalized sectors. We are 
particularly focused in supporting those whose investments or social 
enterprises are related to agricultural development. 

We take into consideration three major priority agenda: 
commodities, social sector and eco-system. Commodities include 
food and derivatives, health and public utilities.  We are biased 
towards small farmers, �shers, indigenous peoples, women and 
agricultural workers as the major sectors or bene�ciaries of our 
programs. In protecting the eco-system, we support projects that are 
into forest conservation, coastal  resource management and 
organic production. 

To contribute in the identi�ed areas of priority, FSSI helps 
social enterprises and communities through: 

1.  Financial services and grants to social enterprises with triple 
bottom lines

2.  Support enhancements for entrepreneurial capacities

3.  Advocacy and dialogue among policymakers and 
communities in the following key development thrusts:
      providing policy support for social enterprises
      utilizing climate change adaptation and mitigation 
      promoting sustainable natural resource   
      management and production 
      promoting alternative/renewable energy
      introducing value chain development in speci�c          
      industry or sector
      addressing gender concerns in enterprise and value
      chain development
      increasing patronage of products and services of
      social enterprises 

In the pursuit of our objectives, we act as facilitator, partner, 
advocate and implementor.


